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In the wake of the ruling Democratic Action (Accion Democratica, AD) party's massive defeat in
Dec. 6 municipal and gubernatorial elections, party leaders called on President Carlos Andres Perez
to modify his economic policies and to make changes to the cabinet. In the balloting which included
22 gubernatorial races and 282 mayoral races, as well as other local posts candidates from the AD
received just under 36% of the votes while opposition COPEI party candidates received about 42%.
Independents and candidates affiliated with the leftist Radical Cause (Causa Radical, or Causa R)
and Movement toward Socialism (Movimiento al Socialismo, MAS) parties split the remainder. For
the AD, the results marked the largest electoral defeat in the party's 51-year history. The AD has
governed for almost 25 of the 34 years the country has been under elected civilian rule. In what was
widely interpreted as another form of voter discontent with the Perez administration, abstention
reached a record of approximately 60% nationwide, with a rate of over 70% reported in Caracas. On
Dec. 8, AD president Humberto Celli said "the neoliberal policies have been fatal for the AD party's
aspirations" after nearly four years of Perez's administration. "The party must recover its image as
a revolutionary, national organization...it cannot continue to identify itself with policies which are
not part of the party's doctrines," said Celli. In an attempt to reform the party in preparation for the
December 1993 presidential elections, on Dec. 9 a group of AD deputies in the federal legislature
called for the party's National Executive Committee to be replaced by a group which would include
former presidents of the republic, former presidential candidates, and the former presidents and
secretaries of the party. Meanwhile, in response to accusations from AD leaders blaming him
for the party's defeat in the elections, Perez said he didn't feel responsible for the party's poor
performance and rejected proposals to reshuffle his cabinet. The Dec. 6 elections were also marred
by widespread reports of irregularities and fraud, fueled by an extremely slow vote count. On Dec.
9, former president and COPEI founder Rafael Caldera presented the Supreme Electoral Council
(CSE) with a list of electoral fraud charges, while MAS secretary general Freddy Munoz accused
the AD and COPEI of forming a pact to block the legitimate MAS victory in governor's races in the
states of Lara, Portuguesa, Sucre and Delta Amacuro. Other independent and opposition parties
and candidates joined the protest of electoral irregularities, and called for replacement of the CSE
accused of being under the control of the AD and COPEI with an independent electoral council.
In Caracas, thousands of protesters took to the streets in response to rumors that the AD was
attempting to block a member of the Causa R party from being proclaimed the victor of the Caracas
mayoral election. Causa R candidate Aristobulo Isturiz urged supporters to demonstrate outside
CSE headquarters, proclaiming that only "pressure from the people" could prevent the AD from
stealing the election for the Libertador municipality in Caracas, the largest and most important
in the capital. (Sources: Notimex, Associated Press, 12/07/92; Spanish news service EFE, 12/08/92,
12/09/92, 12/13/92, 12/14/92; Inter Press Service, 12/07/92, 12/16/92; Agence France-Presse, 12/09/92,
12/12/92, 12/16/92)
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